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December Updates
& Housing Forums

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

It's that time of year again! Not just for stocking stuffers and gingerbread cookies.
For us it's the mad rush to meet with stakeholders and get our legislative requests
submitted to Legislative Counsel before the holiday break. Also, | happen to be

speaking at two local housing forums in one week! See below:



- ! Let's Talk about
ADU’s and Housing
RI State Senator Vicloria Gu
RI State Representative
Tina Spears

Matthew Netto (AARP RI)

Sat Dec 9th 1:30-3pm
Cross Mills Library
4417 Old Post Rd,

Charlestown
RSVP & ask questions:
victoria4ri.com/town-hall

Town Hall on Accessory Dwelling Units
(ADU's) & Housing

Time/Date: Sat Dec 9th, 1:30-3pm

Location: Cross Mills Library (4417 Old Post Rd, Charlestown)

Join us at a town hall meeting to discuss ADU’s (Accessory Dwelling Units), their
historical use as intergenerational housing, and their potential to help address the
housing crisis in Rhode Island. Speakers include Matthew Netto from AARP Rhode
Island and Russ Partridge from the WARM Center in Westerly.


https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw5H3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3n9W45lkc88BMkMGW3w2yF22bZ4tqW2pSwGg6dn_G1W7L0Nn71zwbK-W4GB4nC6DS7P8W4djkH04MBD3gW16xXYB1hwXLVW2pVbVQ7VSYqgN4_n0-4jMtlPW2RpKpK5HrjLFW2b_dB-36Mh16W7jy9969gGVhpW4lcDCK7B4dqMW3-gmN955KJwQVnNk0s5sN4vxW40h9sd2jDQf9W6FnK_36-T82tW4TkGDC4qJ4l4W98123F2kjpnhW5tvnqL6g62YTVfXjBV50sL03W2lZGTW8bJQVFf1NsgFR04
https://www.google.com/maps/search/4417+Old+Post+Rd,+Charlestown?entry=gmail&source=g
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw5H3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3p4W4XsQk21_Cw0dW2sM-r57F1ZWRW7PQhnL5wH9bxW8f-yJs5cvKWPW1jPPM85ZfCQ7W1bWxgz1pyzYYW2G44gb1Gk--KW4kYDp-4dNRJDW3-01rz8qFWVpW4ZVRZB4J4B5VW6QsQfk7KZW8lW5RvG_v32ZxNQW4Yp3fG4H_7w_W5VP2-41Wml1NW4Vb5Kq69jCH5N8p8k1X3TY6mW99VBGx4dFD4kW2WqrL_60mvG5W5nnpjh8p_xbjW6DjhyR1d9RV2W7pCl6G1-_Jz9W1frLVB7tcM9Lf3FlNK804

Let's Talk Housing.
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Dec. 13

Kevin Lowther 11

Community Stakeholders
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Town Hall on Affordable Housing
Time/Date: Wed Dec 13th, 6-7:30pm

Location: Westerly Library (144 Broad St, Westerly)

Town Councilor Kevin Lowther, Town Planner Nancy Letendre, and Ad-Hoc Affordable Housing Committee members will
discuss their ongoing work to update Westerly's affordable housing strategy. State Senator Victoria Gu will provide an

update on state legislation to enable Accessory Dwelling Units.

RSVP and submit questions here: victoria4ri.com/town-hall

RSVP / Submit Questions for Westerly Town Hall


https://www.google.com/maps/search/144+Broad+St,+Westerly?entry=gmail&source=g
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw5H3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3pkW55YFJL8-kNZkW5ZBL0f6D1fzcW2m06Lz95b0bxW3SBnC9925XnjW1Tpr8p3vtDhMW6hZTN21ZvbjsV4QxhH7G1Y2bW3Lv6GP22hRzrW75pvYc6l1PQWN8lP_0Y28vh9W66KBhJ1JrC_BW7vP1gP1xlcprW5RZXjg1JXs4sW2w7Hgl19R6Z4W4XzrNr34Ly0fW3rXCt-8prLh-N2lgxHQwVFjhW1vGWYF75KhX2W4vM_cK2VYpDbW1yVHz268Mwg_W1LJdmt98VQNvW8wRHM252h_dYf2mkD7v04
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw5H3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3kPW4bVlLT2vKYPfW6v6qb350QXDmW2MHQ5w58fKfJV4BCT01HkJbQW8Mw2yL8V5R6wW98qRgZ6Tplw3W5Vw7Jq4-4l_LW6ZSq_n4MqKTTW3SGS0s6Vl7FzW3qj-fl1MSLXrN1xj2NdK3PWBW4cRrHL6HNpPGN3gNqLC7jmK6VWk6-93l_zpyW3lZxy15FTQHNV2qzhg4krMrFW2FPcGB7gYgvMN1J6ZqjbFl5WMLjkKMwr9r9W9c_0l155P78CW1KlZly8j7fBYW6j85TQ85S8QjdXR1tK04

Commissions & Task Forces

Throughout the summer and fall, commissions that were newly established through state legislation began to study
a lot of topics in depth: everything ranging from short-term rentals to pensions and plastic waste reduction. After
months of hearings, each commission creates a report with policy recommendations, which often turns into a bill or
multiple bills.

Because the videos are not necessarily easy to find, I'm posting recordings of several commission meetings below.
If you're interested, keep an eye out for opportunities to testify or submit email testimony to the commission chair.
Plastic Bottle Waste Commission (Sep 27, 2023)

Short-Term Rental Commission (Oct 11, 2023)

Pension Advisory Commission (Nov 2, 2023)

Pictured below: Senator Meghan Kallman chairing the Task Force to reduce recidivism of women in the criminal

justice population

TO REDUCE RECIDIVISM OF FEMALES WITHIN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE POPULATION
SENATE LOUNGE | RHODE ISLAND STATE HOUSE

2023 Highlights

Medicaid reimbursement for school psychologists and social workers

Earlier in 2023, we heard compelling stories from educators in Westerly and across the state about the youth
mental health crisis in schools. | was glad to co-sponsor a bill (SB-869) directing that services provided to a
Medicaid-enrolled student by school social workers and certified school psychologists will be eligible for Medicaid
reimbursement. Some states already do this, and it helps us take advantage of federal funding. Federal changes
are also helping to make this reimbursement process easier (read here: https://www.edweek.org/leadership/new-

laws-aim-to-combat-the-youth-mental-health-crisis-heres-what-they-do/2023/08)


https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw6g3m2ndW7Y8-PT6lZ3p_W8F0s2y3xDf4kW5fdplW7BMV_GW1cYmcV3VfQ0mW4TYxhx8WKNRXW6H-_Rh2dqxbSW8TrltL7wPyWdW2K1fWM2TySk6VrNrch2PWYcdW6-2tQW8q9SzXVs2Twq4xQzbyW2bvdZw3G3TXgW8HKwbx4WC3VnW3TZV2j60lXrJW8-xFbm1dK3c1Vzmt-J3s61NvN8vGdrJrcs7CW6N4vxJ4nlZDKW3Jw43B8spnfnW8ypq__5stbXKW84cN-H3zn3ZCW3xpDjf43mNsHW6CK3St3MbH77W6BHnWK91WKx6W6r6dr33B_7SBN3ptvybsDn0pW2JVw7Z83zGd0f17NXbs04
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw6g3m2ndW7Y8-PT6lZ3q2W7-J4Ql3VgkS8W2crp7R8bDGTDMBbhwTtFBkvN2-Pdh4WdY1-W30t7Vv1nSXwnW72PTjV94pnrBVTdcZt3_TP2ZW12ny7P5_4nR6N953JkmrHMjbW40gNC05WQWGpW5dJTHw1d69DzW3ktt556mlDm6W1jWD5w7gXQ8dW85ykSR5kVQxYW8fzn0c33NRHLN3fJ72Lv0RR8N3JqXgsgzbBBW86zcYK5vD9vCN2Y94N2XGMn3VKvTj25X7n59W7Ygz-f5R2GrpW7fW5m6570Zz0VH7kT014bSVZW1YzgqM373pMqW3tgG6q85rsJ5W570mQv4R6PqPf5dTkRH04
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw6g3m2ndW7Y8-PT6lZ3pxW4dJpzL4tD3HFW85lFCZ26dkFSW1gnRD24Vq8brW6RpzwC15zbkjW291ycT3fjZ1DV3GBGQ1WzHQ_N38mcStqVY3bW9hBZ0-8Fcst8W2YWCSt6M7QRjW1PbVDM9fxpjsW43Z6F79jNXtqW1cgKk-99pP5nW3ZYHp02PCHl6W2V1GMv6kJKt4VRvQrb7Jb8jPW3QTq9L6PHHpBW7XZT6v7gN4NXW8ddGkQ157pZQW60KgKk40q3d7W93h4nL7m71WQW8Q1Fgx4fW0GYW5Vl2K_1_-dDKW5j5fzL2H9CVCW8Ytv-Y6zW4lyW6N9jLP5httWbW4jXbRv8VdhPbf77m2j004
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw6g3m2ndW7Y8-PT6lZ3nfW6M-XTQ2Fpcv_W5NX-Hs73yfRqW8R2z4w2MNdRZW4dbT562RSv54W6stzxy98BltYW6r_MH35N32h4W23VPNv5LwZYhW3qqkJJ7nSd87VXg3j01r1xzgW6gdTdp665dGtW3_YqL37R7K68W3hp_LV4xWK07W2mrM5b6FfyK4W14h6RV6cHVXQW3RKTdt5cC0z1W2r1yKW43GjQsW24YY767d86TNW6f5Qsh2fjXvbW5YXrYS3vf9VhN7BxSGcNwGkwVHWlhf5Yh7ZpW52LT473KVb24W6_XSWz1QLtrLW4xFZ_g3Zn1g9W7drcYk4y85sqW74-F-c8JSjW4f6Y-Jnn04
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw6z3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3mvW2xRP3K8Fq6dsV4yWN_3Mf6xzW12xsh-5Z4lR7W6jRfz41YwF6yW6c-BYy4KG2NtW8ygZDp4MLZ05W6ghmwC76DZ6kVdDBQz8zJ2J6W4xPjjp19xW0_W3-9GcX3SmTHCW6MS_t19cj4WHW64VrxY65zPWJM-FQxWZkVg3W7Y3gwK7T9FfGVbQ9J18dMXDRW3QqQst7YyZrmW51_2bH4nn-yyW410C_47l8kbRW7258Xj271tJ0W5jXfBl3zwLT1W4ZhB027T5HB0VJnFM96dqyk8W5HC1DQ9291rtW8hTPNk4p8VB7W83WVpn7prKbyW5Wlr335W3NllW54wBdl6L0rjJW4l68261tMjMBf86GdHj04
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw4P5kBVqW50kH_H6lZ3pWW260WHr4gMYczW3YX70c1hrbCVW2C3hQk2m2ZqNW2d6b0J7tBMZQW8nQxZj5Kq7nyW1q-JJ76XyYM0W8BPw9t3vcb10V2GdmQ8wtVqkN8KbdqC9vkHqW4LCL285r8VCwW7FGtcb4N3k-yW5YH3RT2Jc9JjW5Rgl1X5Wmr8_W8QjwgL6BctxhVD3vy08H2RhHW7H24qh6DxvRVW2TCMCt3_g00dW2d-DYr7yJZd8W7zzSzt87BS8tVzCqhz3WZlCTW8dzPz72Lmc59N4ZpLv0GmmQwW8fRwBz4MdvmZW2fv3Qm5pYWX4W5TzTQF2BV8y5W1x1xkH20dBP3W7t6N5J7g_P4qW5CVSts1NPXyCW4YyP144749X1W3BxLWn196qzfW4fYz9Z64BqLZMyBbS3_V06Mf24yT_F04
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw4P5kBVqW50kH_H6lZ3pWW260WHr4gMYczW3YX70c1hrbCVW2C3hQk2m2ZqNW2d6b0J7tBMZQW8nQxZj5Kq7nyW1q-JJ76XyYM0W8BPw9t3vcb10V2GdmQ8wtVqkN8KbdqC9vkHqW4LCL285r8VCwW7FGtcb4N3k-yW5YH3RT2Jc9JjW5Rgl1X5Wmr8_W8QjwgL6BctxhVD3vy08H2RhHW7H24qh6DxvRVW2TCMCt3_g00dW2d-DYr7yJZd8W7zzSzt87BS8tVzCqhz3WZlCTW8dzPz72Lmc59N4ZpLv0GmmQwW8fRwBz4MdvmZW2fv3Qm5pYWX4W5TzTQF2BV8y5W1x1xkH20dBP3W7t6N5J7g_P4qW5CVSts1NPXyCW4YyP144749X1W3BxLWn196qzfW4fYz9Z64BqLZMyBbS3_V06Mf24yT_F04
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw4P5kBVqW50kH_H6lZ3pWW260WHr4gMYczW3YX70c1hrbCVW2C3hQk2m2ZqNW2d6b0J7tBMZQW8nQxZj5Kq7nyW1q-JJ76XyYM0W8BPw9t3vcb10V2GdmQ8wtVqkN8KbdqC9vkHqW4LCL285r8VCwW7FGtcb4N3k-yW5YH3RT2Jc9JjW5Rgl1X5Wmr8_W8QjwgL6BctxhVD3vy08H2RhHW7H24qh6DxvRVW2TCMCt3_g00dW2d-DYr7yJZd8W7zzSzt87BS8tVzCqhz3WZlCTW8dzPz72Lmc59N4ZpLv0GmmQwW8fRwBz4MdvmZW2fv3Qm5pYWX4W5TzTQF2BV8y5W1x1xkH20dBP3W7t6N5J7g_P4qW5CVSts1NPXyCW4YyP144749X1W3BxLWn196qzfW4fYz9Z64BqLZMyBbS3_V06Mf24yT_F04
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw4P5kBVqW50kH_H6lZ3pWW260WHr4gMYczW3YX70c1hrbCVW2C3hQk2m2ZqNW2d6b0J7tBMZQW8nQxZj5Kq7nyW1q-JJ76XyYM0W8BPw9t3vcb10V2GdmQ8wtVqkN8KbdqC9vkHqW4LCL285r8VCwW7FGtcb4N3k-yW5YH3RT2Jc9JjW5Rgl1X5Wmr8_W8QjwgL6BctxhVD3vy08H2RhHW7H24qh6DxvRVW2TCMCt3_g00dW2d-DYr7yJZd8W7zzSzt87BS8tVzCqhz3WZlCTW8dzPz72Lmc59N4ZpLv0GmmQwW8fRwBz4MdvmZW2fv3Qm5pYWX4W5TzTQF2BV8y5W1x1xkH20dBP3W7t6N5J7g_P4qW5CVSts1NPXyCW4YyP144749X1W3BxLWn196qzfW4fYz9Z64BqLZMyBbS3_V06Mf24yT_F04
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw4P5kBVqW50kH_H6lZ3pWW260WHr4gMYczW3YX70c1hrbCVW2C3hQk2m2ZqNW2d6b0J7tBMZQW8nQxZj5Kq7nyW1q-JJ76XyYM0W8BPw9t3vcb10V2GdmQ8wtVqkN8KbdqC9vkHqW4LCL285r8VCwW7FGtcb4N3k-yW5YH3RT2Jc9JjW5Rgl1X5Wmr8_W8QjwgL6BctxhVD3vy08H2RhHW7H24qh6DxvRVW2TCMCt3_g00dW2d-DYr7yJZd8W7zzSzt87BS8tVzCqhz3WZlCTW8dzPz72Lmc59N4ZpLv0GmmQwW8fRwBz4MdvmZW2fv3Qm5pYWX4W5TzTQF2BV8y5W1x1xkH20dBP3W7t6N5J7g_P4qW5CVSts1NPXyCW4YyP144749X1W3BxLWn196qzfW4fYz9Z64BqLZMyBbS3_V06Mf24yT_F04
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw4P5kBVqW50kH_H6lZ3pWW260WHr4gMYczW3YX70c1hrbCVW2C3hQk2m2ZqNW2d6b0J7tBMZQW8nQxZj5Kq7nyW1q-JJ76XyYM0W8BPw9t3vcb10V2GdmQ8wtVqkN8KbdqC9vkHqW4LCL285r8VCwW7FGtcb4N3k-yW5YH3RT2Jc9JjW5Rgl1X5Wmr8_W8QjwgL6BctxhVD3vy08H2RhHW7H24qh6DxvRVW2TCMCt3_g00dW2d-DYr7yJZd8W7zzSzt87BS8tVzCqhz3WZlCTW8dzPz72Lmc59N4ZpLv0GmmQwW8fRwBz4MdvmZW2fv3Qm5pYWX4W5TzTQF2BV8y5W1x1xkH20dBP3W7t6N5J7g_P4qW5CVSts1NPXyCW4YyP144749X1W3BxLWn196qzfW4fYz9Z64BqLZMyBbS3_V06Mf24yT_F04

In the News

Commuter Rail Town Hall Recap

Wednesday's town hall highlighted a vision for commuter rail connectivity between
southern Connecticut and Rhode Island. Connecting workers via commuter rail to
booming job centers in the area will be key to reducing traffic congestion, cutting

greenhouse gas emissions, and giving residents affordable transportation options.

Action Alert: Everyone interested in making this happen should contact their
Congressmembers and ask them to help get some of the federal infrastructure
funding. You can say something like: "Connecticut just completed its feasibility study
on extending commuter rail to Westerly. Please push for Westerly Train Station to
receive rail infrastructure funding for high-level platforms so that we can have more

frequent rail service."

Senator Whitehouse

Senator Jack Reed

Representative Seth Magaziner

Representative-elect Gabe Amo

Thank you to the Westerly advocates, Rl Association of Railroad Passengers, town
council members, Town Manager Shawn Lacey, Michael Scheffer, Stonington

Borough Warden Michael Schefers, Zell Steever from Connecticut, Alex Berardo


https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw5-3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3mJW4HpCpc2wYJsVW172xK81yD69YW2BJKlc7lZHMTW3H8zvp6jfBwyW4DVJBr3JFsxsV7BghH8qyGH9W6vmYwD6nZTtLW4zh7Bg6621_TN88sNwQmgrYfW39gv3D7MyJ5vVPNPkX1xRKXBW8QqvKR6WD0vJVHbDSV7BGP19W8STYlv3DZXKTW8hJ-cy26RtnfW854d4d1hpDD3W6ww6X66lzqHKW7354CH1ScyHnW1hjl8M98G4fDW2JqRZv6vrF_FW29PdYC90qHQqW5jQYKV4-_mT6W3d_SS97N09dKW3WGBQT7Xf4k0f3j287q04
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw5H3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3lmVDKn938JVpxFW3C5J284N29dRW5GJpLs6ghfh9N2Hn7173cp_4V142pn8m6ZD1W7VSfLz2thwRCN45nkvbyC6HgW7hCX8V7bLh7WW7qJc-936L8p5W6wLw4y1nXkszW857ztV7xfPbFW7VCqQS2Q-yD0W79_XM-77HkrMW2ScfK95f6HNVW5Bn6nN4rvyJvVhzfZ96R2_MqW9k-p6B6_7QpLW2hRcrN8l2ggPW5LsF0c12CNVHW51Q0LY1cDrMsW5YhHSl3rRS1PVkXLhP6R9wjCf8lgr7v04
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWWFJd3pByj_VsWbRv3gKqr9W5ZD33c56NndhN3cFw5H3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3q2W34k8xv1F4WXQW2Hsqbv4N2s4FW6F4jPy5z4G-tW79fz_D7Fp8MBMkGWL-z5XbyN2Gd6YT3smrLW54Psfw4Dnhx9Vh050K6mZNyhW1YvxN78ysVGJW3J3dd36gfbg2W3mJCdf4-154sW7qDkLZ58-y4NW5dkZKh5XkSzJVVgBHV8NN3JpW76gqcS2PhMkTV2J6g97rNPR-W27CfZW7-CxYFW3QmRKp2YGpFtW1M-Wmt5JdLLwW1fmBVp6-LMH6W3WQQxc3D4HN6W1Vf8tT14_6yMf281Y-M04
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from Westerly, State Senator Lou Raptakis, State Representative Tina Spears, for

participating and pushing to make this a reality.

Thank you also to Sarah Ingle from RIPTA for presenting about the upcoming

statewide paratransit pilot program
WesterlySun news coverage: https://www.thewesterlysun.com/news/westerly/study-
spotlights-westerly-station-as-possible-commuter-rail-terminus/article_3de23d40-

8259-11ee-bfe0-bb2deec77ecc.html

Watch the Recording

Past Meetings / Events

Fundraiser + Holiday Party

It was great to see so many familiar faces and new faces at our fundraiser / end of
year holiday party! It takes a village and I'm grateful for the many volunteers in the
room who work with me or alongside me on everything from transit to housing,

shoreline access, education equity, and much more.
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Save RIPTA Rally
Last Thursday | stood with other state legislators at a rally to fully fund RIPTA. With

a fiscal cliff looming, essential routes to/from South County like 65x, 95x, summer
beach service, Sunday and holiday service, and routes in other parts of the state are
at risk of being eliminated.

The coalition is pushing to include enough funding in the Governor's budget to:

1) Prevent the fiscal cliff and more devastating service cuts

2) Make sure bus drivers get a living wage, and

3) Start implementing the Transit Master Plan that will expand transit service
statewide

Pictured above: Rl Representative Jennifer Stewart and RI State Senator Meghan

Kallman



Ribbon-Cutting for Wood River Health's Expansion

Very excited for Wood River Health's latest expansion in Hope Valley! Wood River is
a "Safety Net" provider of healthcare, which is crucial for underinsured and
uninsured people in our area. This expansion allows them to offer more dental
services, mental health services, radiology services, physical therapy services, plus

a community conference room!

Site Visits with Women's Development Corp

Building affordable housing in South County is a challenge because we have to

attract nonprofit developers to our area. We had an introductory meeting between
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two members of the Westerly Town Council (a third one couldn't make it) and
Women's Development Corporation (WDC). WDC is based in Providence, but they
have done affordable housing development in South County before. We included
site visits of underutilized property or lots in Westerly, and it was a mix of town-

owned, state-owned or privately owned property.

Discussing Priorities with Charlestown Town Council

Thank you to the Charlestown Town Council for discussing legislative priorities with
me and State Representative Tina Spears. A couple items that came up were:
accurate counting of Low-Moderate Income housing units in the area, the upcoming

Amtrak study of the Northeast Corridor, and road maintenance.
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Being a Guest Judge @ RISD's ADU Design Competition

Very excited to see the Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) design concepts that came
out of Rhode Island School of Design’s student competition! The winning design will
be announced in January, and the student designs will be displayed at the Rhode

Island State House.

Upcoming Events / Places I'll Be

¢ Fri Dec 8th: Meeting with local planners in our area to discuss housing & land
use

e Fri Dec 8th or Sat Dec 9th in Westerly Downtown (check with Chamber of
Commerce to confirm): Starry Lights debut for the holiday season!

e Thur Dec 14th 9:10am on WBLQ Radio (1230 AM): I'll be on Resiliency Hour
for the first time to talk about climate resiliency efforts

e Thur Dec 14th 5pm: SKHS Holiday Concert & Finale Event for the SK300
Anniversary Celebration

e Tues Dec 19th: Work day in Providence, including RIBLIA Caucus meeting
with the DCYF (Department of Children, Youth & Families) Director

e Wed Dec 20th 9am: My usual monthly conversation with Frank Prosnitz on
WBLQ Radio (1230AM)

e Commission Meetings: I'll continue visiting some local town commissions to
keep up to date with what they're planning and share any relevant state
resources. If you'd like me to join a meeting, please reach

out! victoria4ri@gmail.com

Programs You Can Apply For

Looking to reduce your heating costs? Get a detailed no-cost energy assessment of
your home through RI Energy. This is the first step toward getting (significantly

subsidized) weatherization and insulation work done on your home. This opportunity
is available for homes with 1-to-4-units through Rhode Island Energy. To schedule a

home energy assessment, call 1-888-633-7947.

For more information: https://www.rienergy.com/RI-Home/Energy-Saving-Programs/

Home-Energy-Assessments
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To see all the energy incentives for residential homes, businesses, and nonprofits:

https://energy.ri.gov/incentives

Step 1

Schedule your choice of an in-person or virtual
appointment and provide basic information about your

home.

Step 2

An Energy Specialist will visit your home to identify
personalized energy-efficiency recommendations.

Step 3

Get no-cost energy-efficiency products.

Step 4

Receive 50% or more off approved insulation and air
sealing (up to $4,000) and additional rebates toward
qualifying energy-efficient equipment.*
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