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April Updates & Fundraiser

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

After so much rain, I'm happy to wish everyone a happy and (somewhat) sunny
Spring Break! We're more than halfway through our legislative session for 2024, and
we've been hard at work building momentum and support for a lot of major bills that
matter for our district (Act on Coasts, CRMC Reform, Accessory Dwelling Units,

package of Shoreline Access Bills, and much more).

Powerful Hearing on CRMC Reform

I'm so grateful to see passionate folks come from all over the state to testify on
these issues. For instance, on March 29th, environmentalists, fishermen &
aquaculture, and concerned citizens (from as far away as Westerly, Tiverton, and
Jamestown) all showed up to testify in support of reforming Rhode Island's coastal
regulatory body - the Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC). Attorney
General Peter Neronha is sponsoring the bill along with myself and Representative
Terri Cortvriend. For the five-minute summary, click on the button below. For the full

hearing, watch Capitol TV here: https://capitoltvri.cablecast.tv/show/90617site=1



https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWxS3r1Xn8qYW9gBHBV8vHP2cW1PHNH55c-xf9N80643d3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3kSW2JxbsF5d-kQ1W8VwjHk4R3yq-VL5Cfz8rz5K0VzDSGG7Lw3RKW30J6R260rHWfW7rw1sd8GQJlCW7yJsRY5Dtj_QW1fTc7l3qcwqNW6jk_zB1PL1ptW7Sxddz6LjjKMW8DRzBs2QX6XWW8xRCy78T3ltxW3l7DTc2cqnWXW5fQ-2c3T5hZ3W7Gs3pm93k5cqW41R26_1K2mNlW6tQ2JT5701wVW1n-bbN7GqFnlW1QwKdR8P2z6-W7Yn4Qc7-ML8QW48kbzq60JJsTW97kwzv5dLFrcN71SYcksBQfmN4R-qQP4zNzbd4px4004
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWxS3r1Xn8qYW9gBHBV8vHP2cW1PHNH55c-xf9N80643d3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3kSW2JxbsF5d-kQ1W8VwjHk4R3yq-VL5Cfz8rz5K0VzDSGG7Lw3RKW30J6R260rHWfW7rw1sd8GQJlCW7yJsRY5Dtj_QW1fTc7l3qcwqNW6jk_zB1PL1ptW7Sxddz6LjjKMW8DRzBs2QX6XWW8xRCy78T3ltxW3l7DTc2cqnWXW5fQ-2c3T5hZ3W7Gs3pm93k5cqW41R26_1K2mNlW6tQ2JT5701wVW1n-bbN7GqFnlW1QwKdR8P2z6-W7Yn4Qc7-ML8QW48kbzq60JJsTW97kwzv5dLFrcN71SYcksBQfmN4R-qQP4zNzbd4px4004
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWxS3r1Xn8qYW9gBHBV8vHP2cW1PHNH55c-xf9N80642l5kBVqW5BWr2F6lZ3pfVf-3r77WT2BjW85GMS35MYSqlW7sSbsL2GBFFDW29_hGz8nh6YDW9l3tKT6FtFTwW5gkD6K7f-jbnW1ssWwX5ZKk4zW7K0tyY78b_SwW3g2TwV3FbtlcN3tKYC6w6-xnW41N1Xh55yTTbW8dcPYg3_FHktW3FnHZ17HrjQnW5Xglkt4N-0jGW8dnh4m2rTTrTW1t8fB94-JS7xW6k44pP8ldWDhW2-rRhC1yS9pxW5qjsPV3VHVNKW66-Mqq6sCtbyW8thYzW98XjTzW6JPNd-5lDJmWW5KgXwc4d4SkgW4bGqSk6lbPdDVdqqyz8pkJ3PW2Sx-n27Tt6yvVGcfSq2dTTbJW5GPVKN7M2TWDVDV-FG46db1hW4PXC9x4P1rtHV9CY4r5gVLNpW8HrY2k8gZV6fW8YqgW23w5y-RW4k4KLt8Y7rR0f2P95wF04

profess.ionalized agency to
tackle the challenges ahead

April 24, 2024 Fundraiser
Time/Date: Wednesday April 24th, 6-8pm
Location: Asia Grille, 140 Hillside Rd, Cranston, RI

The next election in 2024 is coming quickly, and we need your support! Please join
us for dinner and conversation at Asia Grille (private dining room) at 140 Hillside Rd,
Cranston on Wed April 24th, 2024, 6-8pm. Get your ticket today

at: victoriadri.com/apr24

Here's a few highlights of what we've done so far in 2023-2024, in numbers:

¢ Passed the shoreline access bill, passed a bill for more energy-efficient
buildings, passed a bill to educate consumers on gift card scams, secured
$5.1 million (half of this from a federal funding match) to raise Medicaid
reimbursement rates in order to sustain our ambulance services, and
secured local grants for nonprofits in District 38

e Spoke at 8 town halls: Got community feedback and hosted in-depth
discussions on everything from shoreline access, climate resiliency,
affordable housing, commuter rail, mental health, and education/workforce
development

¢ 15 newsletters to keep our community in the loop about what's happening
at the State House

¢ Personally answered hundreds of constituent emails and support requests


https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWxS3r1Xn8qYW9gBHBV8vHP2cW1PHNH55c-xf9N80642l5kBVqW5BWr2F6lZ3lgW2B25mf3X67TcW3wW4wZ99fmpXW9h7dp74snhvYW598KbM3pHDFKN9bDWSq7w0bqW1Jx1-S5m-wB8W5Nb4g67gDrw2W8FsKRD8BQz-hW8ZRfDg82gwX-W590SNm6bCktLW2Mb2vm6LL3SbN3HfTrR6Rf0PW65K01X7S3MSjW6kPLkW3lH9q_W1xbqsv6l4fn6W9ldQFK12mVkVVfBy7q1kgSnKW4Dkf376K2RHWW62NYs26PgNX5Vm9v7B4gQ_KfW1ql7Dj2QsNqbW6g_lgL1Cvc3rVGGh1M8zgqm-W4YtBl8528BBnVGrvwy1DgnymN18xqd547KLvW11hpgX2HPrKYW7L3Z444dgnR7W4Xzx0_5kRsV4W4_5jhg7JzrYYW9lCzWC8zYV5KW4pp46R1HV722W8Gc2JL5SYrQgW4Q5b2T6cmlZlf7TCZGY04
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWxS3r1Xn8qYW9gBHBV8vHP2cW1PHNH55c-xf9N80643d3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3nFW2s0Jx_82XLYRW5mgVvn4V0FKdN7b4QdrrBlvtW2501cq43Qg7KW46zWmj298r6jW146Rpq3bW4_gN49r6k5S_DNQW1vVh067ylXk5W8SQd4s1jpgDvW5_gVBj29lm-JW6sQPFX2VgCxwW7XC3dQ6czSMwW3SSt815YCkF4W5Vj605871LGGW1qzf_-6cl8gKW1Z5Fgc3TYbBgW60BlcQ48YbhbN7mlfSh4sw-YVFyNkF6BstLxW1HXDH84b1wS_W8W--7-8W681MW7Z-FhJ7t5pX-N3lw6RkwX0NwW3xvyPg51w0nCf3VpZ4-04

The 2024 election is
around the corner!

L\ Join us for a fundraiser

in support of

VICTORIA GU
RI STATE
SENATOR

DISTRICT 38

WED APRIL 24, 2024
6-8PM

ASIA GRILLE
(PRIVATE DINING ROOM)

140 HILLSIDE RD
CRANSTON, RI

Suggested Donation
$40 Young Professional
$100 Supporter

$250 Champion
victoriadri.com/apr24



https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWxS3r1Xn8qYW9gBHBV8vHP2cW1PHNH55c-xf9N80643d3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3lZN7sH4q6HhW8DW8gJ_kR38QgSGW3c1ghK3Pkd-FW2kQ2wJ3yNn9rW8FP-lY5zKj9-W22GrQY2h43XGW9lCtVp22BQYzW34j0Lg1mGfb-W5kfSmM7sl7B7W2Hnrls6XgjRpW8TrMtj5wr7grW8DXV99162bmSW2089_c25N02gMXFr6jJy5pRW7BJn6x6yWBDJVvQkh75hn3bdMc1tNWQN9jMW1Y2Q372Wzs0sW1-3dbl5S2XNqW4JlZCy1MpY0kW31Ddyk5DrbWhW50w-C93qcstlW6R2GD02n4QgLW67dWhn2mNB2Vf8yZnpP04

Rl Senate Legislative Updates

¢ On April 9th, the RI Senate approved legislation sponsored by Sen. Melissa
A. Murray to limit insured patients’ copays for supplies and equipment used
to treat diabetes to $25 for a 30-day supply. The bill now awaits action in the
House Health & Human Services committee.

¢ On March 19th, the Rl Senate passed the Safe Storage of Firearms bill, and

it is now awaiting action in the House. | had a lot of thoughts on the bill and

the gaps in the current laws highlighted by SK Council Member Patti Alley

because of the tragic loss of her sister. To keep it short, | will quote Senate
Majority Leader Ryan Pearson: “Safe storage is a safety precaution that
responsible gun owners already take. It lowers the risk of injury for children
and teens, and helps prevent suicides and gun thefts.”

e |n 2023, the RI legislature called for the General Treasurer to convene a
Pension Advisory Working Group. Over the course of six televised public
hearings, the Working Group considered voluminous written and oral
testimony from stakeholders and experts concerning the potential impacts
and unintended consequences of RIRSA, as well as options that could be
considered to improve the state pension system. On February 26th, the
Group released the final Report, which you may find here. There are many
related bills put forward in the House and Senate this year, and | co-
sponsored a bill to fund, at least for the upcoming year, a 2% cost-of-living
increase in public pension benefits (though | wish it were more, the focus
right now is on getting the pension system to a point where it is 80%
funded).


https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWxS3r1Xn8qYW9gBHBV8vHP2cW1PHNH55c-xf9N80643R3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3nMW7FwR4F96n-trV3y5FV42dlTRW4p6zzf4JR7dqW7FT9N14LTJ8-W2CfqfJ7XDJv9W813Tb877N2n2W2X9hyD8r4cZfN8xpc6lstnsxW8hpXyn4LzCBbW8nGRry4SVV8qW5qR-7z3n8jkLW610WBX71_ZctW8ZhZtt4f9ZDyW67Bj3R76_QRGW6jL0Y38tsfq_W7DmLSh6VgSYGW4cY6YD1qTYZJVbfJ0j86w12MW7_Z7JH7LNSrdW3-YRwD8P6bjCW8dwkjq7mF8PcW3sgXtx14ssbhW13DZjG8Lyy_CN1kWnr1gcNSTVKB3wB3yw_3GW32TJb84gPrgtV5FbNp77VjPVW5kN8wL5SNFnVf1ffDYM04
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWxS3r1Xn8qYW9gBHBV8vHP2cW1PHNH55c-xf9N80643R3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3n8N10_PKVjPgNMW2Dv0qj5S72x-Vhjc9B6Qpc22W6fnCcW6xnFx8W48v8pp6HB8cSW7p4S9f17j-DcV2fbzT8CKkY4W4nQt7R5RsX05W4Z7D1M8vWNXTW2tyyv48h5lb8W46Y3R667L6XfVhSs6n9b-J71W55nH912b7frGW7fF1HQ50_FsYW4Mt-NL34QtCQW4wprns2CKBbbW7sf7vP71m-TFVGv8nQ6xPwzTW3s-XLx5ysJcVVF4DWX8_xMppW7l-l318xRVxxV7dXH31nBh8QW4FVK4x5q3rnPW2mnQBN7TLfkBW2lNmCB71_PXPVxPHX08BSLvZVhrsCH20W94xW89lGHF7TJ0hwd-YN9K04
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWxS3r1Xn8qYW9gBHBV8vHP2cW1PHNH55c-xf9N8064225kBVqW50kH_H6lZ3mkW6gK2Yh92kjxpW6Yk_xD7-PcnkW3JtDCy6b4nrZVY7MG-1qY_QjW5MLBgQ3dKj_qW5bpnbn2wqRbcW1pvq147Sk4zDW4d_f7P3f5tHSW5cFJnp2BVzVYW8JjmM-8_wdC6W1YSN7G17vGqnW7RR3TM9dDDyJV973VY1y7gxKW4z7_RJ3tslBYW4FxMcj692JjyW68bVMq7jGLGHW8kMnNh2xTdD8W5b7d2W5zQ7HwW52hCTZ1jVzg-W7_Khvx6hKFZmW8m5-5X3cjB56W2t71BR421JTZW3PGLMV4rtNtDVFkG1d1zqNv6W2q_09_6sxxHhW5X6t6x4Xlf7MW6llkch8NThccW19ndFv2_q8-9W10Kmm7303NQnW35TrVP1f2gqnVwPl6L7BGXXBW7MJJ9j5xbtwgf8QZy5K04
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWxS3r1Xn8qYW9gBHBV8vHP2cW1PHNH55c-xf9N80643d5kBVqW7lCGcx6lZ3mvVc7fJD4Gbn89VnyL_28vDMPzW2XsMc286HY5CW1bw__27HRBTfW73kfF88p5mjkN3VJ06kqQQyHW2sQgmr29tRKcW8PKFGs76bGzcM-yy1zy77LtW3YFMSc1MN6g7W4PhMcj8QgPd9W4gkCL92ppRXrW1V64Mr6c7QCfW6-XFyp4RNY4xV749dq5QgvWNW73w5s13fbHyxW3dCrl975L5XdVKFjr68JJ824W4V6K0C1FfJZmW3Vq6bb3TL-wXW66B_rP2d9hrVW3vY6414RNc38W1Hk2gl4zXPh7W8clSkj6FDJXPVRmLxf4Lh9flW94K_zL1c7DRKW7bkSsJ3wb81gW2C95w334yF72W6l96j8743CqsW4jGN4t65YMrBN1QGq8rTmG4fW1vR3Lz3qhtzwW9dstMK4l8lCWW7Cb6df84ldnQW5FrKdz5nbHzjW2ChtKL6MpYzGW8S6st550-4_vW502zFB48SPPZW144TSx6P619vW6s7h9-1JkD8mf1_h25l04

SHORELINE ACCESS
BILLS 2024

Disclose shoreline access

law and other public access
conditions to buyers of

oceanfront property

Option to preserve abandoned
roads as walking, biking trails

Allow historic footpaths to be
designated as rights-of-way

Reminder To Send In Testimony For Shoreline

Access Bills

I'm glad to work with State Representative Terri Cortvriend to build on the success of
the shoreline access legislation last year. This year, we're focusing more on rights-
of-ways. These bills will give CRMC and towns some tools to preserve access not

just to the shoreline, but also to historic trails and recreational sites.

Read more about the bills here: https://www.providencejournal.

com/story/news/politics/2024/03/05/how-shoreline-access-rights-could-change-this-
year-in-ri/72856498007/

We were partly inspired by this ProJo article a few years

back: https://www.providencejournal.com/story/news/local/2022/02/25/rhode-island-
public-access-historical-paths-trails/6703292001/



https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWxS3r1Xn8qYW9gBHBV8vHP2cW1PHNH55c-xf9N80642l5kBVqW5BWr2F6lZ3nbW7QKpDK8b2rpHW4dDgqt76L5jkVcJN-y6S2hwXW5QNJfl8bP2vmW4W89SN1yk0h9W1PgSkN3RyrzqW6Tc9yB86LJDZW2X6nk13w074GV1CVGh1tT7LlVsFTzJ631KfdW1x9Hfm2GxyfjW6h6Z-D7fKd-BW8t6zwF4tmzh9W6Zh7zP1pYtQRW83Wtmk9bVBFnW6zbNPj6R3pcrW3lP_Zd1pvjH1VqLJ8132sZD1N8ZD-QChsnXPW218PB114z5yKW5QF_yX8WNXDrVSmSg46RtWfVW6j126K15ZltPW7MmPK13_3-8WW6BndX37L-vL6N5s9mkQhwytvW5PQGCZ6zXkW-W5bJXZr4q99mbVMBshX4NQSrBW7dt4-r2dn_WBW5-sThm42Z9F5Vp-l8642TQW2W8z8spm2BwV7hW9fMc9s8tlv4jf2RDHc604
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWxS3r1Xn8qYW9gBHBV8vHP2cW1PHNH55c-xf9N80642l5kBVqW5BWr2F6lZ3lzW6JShH21V_B82W87qS1V8-VpybW1nsMPg2-j1fbW2LpYy45BJpn1W7k20lJ6VscZhW8CSjKM3hs3P9W58wDLc6RB9mcW59FX0J625KxDW336vW85SHvQ_W67LqTh3pT_2WW9gW8103v0YYmN4nRmVGRxdsyN8JksjNzBKVFW8dlwFR3yZg1mVgbmZT3PJ28MVxVh1D8rYSx9W1XlCxk8cslxPW6B16tP1tvRwGVtNgpF5nVdgmW5_fM8F6654qkMXD5XmSh86gN3Rb3VQ44VYgW61_vtV8KqgHzW26V4r077CQS5N6RTwXyblhScW5qHbDS5jyQyLW3xLJr51nsL3cW7SNmgX6fBvL6W1qW3bY5ys08XW253ddS3gPVynN99RVTN518r6W5c0hZ85CzplrW6Yh-X769LgKgW4ZM_YZ7qDk3cf8RzTRW04
https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWxS3r1Xn8qYW9gBHBV8vHP2cW1PHNH55c-xf9N80642l5kBVqW5BWr2F6lZ3lzW6JShH21V_B82W87qS1V8-VpybW1nsMPg2-j1fbW2LpYy45BJpn1W7k20lJ6VscZhW8CSjKM3hs3P9W58wDLc6RB9mcW59FX0J625KxDW336vW85SHvQ_W67LqTh3pT_2WW9gW8103v0YYmN4nRmVGRxdsyN8JksjNzBKVFW8dlwFR3yZg1mVgbmZT3PJ28MVxVh1D8rYSx9W1XlCxk8cslxPW6B16tP1tvRwGVtNgpF5nVdgmW5_fM8F6654qkMXD5XmSh86gN3Rb3VQ44VYgW61_vtV8KqgHzW26V4r077CQS5N6RTwXyblhScW5qHbDS5jyQyLW3xLJr51nsL3cW7SNmgX6fBvL6W1qW3bY5ys08XW253ddS3gPVynN99RVTN518r6W5c0hZ85CzplrW6Yh-X769LgKgW4ZM_YZ7qDk3cf8RzTRW04
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What you can do: We need strong testimony to keep momentum going on
shoreline access bills! You can:

- Use this form to contact your state representatives and

senators: https://actionnetwork.org/letters/support-shoreline-access-bills-s-2641-s-
2634-s-2185/

- Send Senate testimony to slegislation@rilegislature.gov and include the bill

number in the subject line
- Email me if you'd like to testify in person; we can send you updates when the

hearings are scheduled.

Past Meetings / Events

Lt Governor Matos and Secretary Liz Tanner visit

Westerly

Meeting focused on the economic benefits of commuter rail and
regional mobility
Thank you Lieutenant Governor Sabina Matos and Secretary of Commerce

Elizabeth Tanner for visiting Westerly to discuss the economic benefits of extending

commuter rail from Southern Connecticut to Westerly and the rest of Rhode Island
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Thank you Lieutenant Governor Sabina Matos and Secretary of Commerce
Elizabeth Tanner for visiting Westerly to discuss the economic benefits of extending
commuter rail from Southern Connecticut to Westerly and the rest of Rhode Island
(on the existing Amtrak route). One of Governor Dan McKee's stated objectives is to
raise Rhode Islander's incomes, and the meeting emphasized that enhancing
residents' mobility would do just that. Improving rail affordability and frequency
would make education and jobs accessible to more people in Rhode Island.
Likewise, commuter rail can enable employers desperate to fill workforce shortages

to cast a wider net to access a broader, regional talent base.

Pictured: Lisa Konicki (Ocean Community Chamber of Commerce), Doug Brockway
(Chair, Westerly Economic Development Commission), Alex Berardo, Bill Aiello
(Town Council President), Sabina Matos (Lieutenant Governor), Victoria Gu (State

Senator), Elizabeth Tanner (Secretary of Commerce)

Powerful Testimony for the Blue Envelope Program

Thank you to the students from Westerly High School who approached me to
introduce the Blue Envelope bill and came up to testify at the State House! Thanks
to the teachers and parents for supporting them and to CT State Rep Greg Howard
for coming all the way from Hartford, CT to testify on how the program is working in
CT.

The Blue Envelope program has spread from CT to NJ and other parts of the
country, to promote better communication and understanding between police

officers and drivers with autism. We're hoping to bring it to Rhode Island



National Library Week: Fair Prices for

E-books/Audiobooks and Freedom to Read

Last week was #NationalLibraryWeek! At the urging of our local libraries, my
colleagues and | presented a number of bills in Senate Education committee this

week including:

S-2514 - I'm sponsoring this bill to require fair contracts and prices for e-books and
audiobooks sold to libraries. Currently publishers are price-gouging libraries, making
them pay up to 9x the retail price for an e-book for a limited number of uses before

they have to buy it again at the inflated price.

I'm cosponsoring with Senator Mark McKenney: S-2281 Freedom to Read -

Encourages and protects the freedom of public libraries to acquire materials without
limitations and prohibits materials being removed from public libraries due to

partisan or doctrinal disapproval
Libraries are the hub of many communities- a place where anyone regardless of
background has free access to knowledge and community programs. Glad to

support our local libraries this week and every week.

Also pictures: Rl State Senator Mark McKenney
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https://d4-y2y04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/UD+113/d4-Y2y04/VWxS3r1Xn8qYW9gBHBV8vHP2cW1PHNH55c-xf9N80643d3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3mcW1npCqz2r6JrhN2rDVPM96WZrW4jK_Fw87mnjBW9fHm0M10D03VW5fKW-w9ff_6SW5jz4t81lGs42W2VQnbH6ym70zW6fP4Cn1qSwsnW5NQy0L8bt42GW9czpVZ3NXpkzV1bFpj5ysWr5N15VkTk9vTLkW6H7M7F9b_cD-W2gVhrG3LtT3cN42fZslzy0-jW1wGFZ63gnXCDW95RCZs8gPyTjN2tW2K-WsCnsW9lZzJs7BgKnmW7Gm7yy3RM6TSW6DfMz27NRWWzW13_K6s62JfpBW2BY0v0965z6dW2jXgz-2V9mnQf21jP_v04

Seal Release at Blue Shutters Beach

I look forward to Mystic Aquarium's seal rehabilitation & release every year at Blue
Shutters Beach in Charlestown. There has been a huge increase in the number of
seals in Narragansett Bay & Block Island, signaling that wildlife protections are
helping the population get back to its historic levels. There are plenty of hazards at
sea, though. Here's what they said about the rescued seals:

"Nugget"

Nugget is a yearling male harp seal who stranded at Napatree Conservation Area in
Westerly, RI. The seal was minimally responsive and dehydrated and admitted to
Mystic Aquarium’s Animal Rescue Clinic on February 4, 2024. Now weighing around
31kg, Nugget has recovered well in rehabilitation and is ready for release!
"Shamrock"

Shamrock is a juvenile female harbor seal who was initially reported stranded in
Essex, MA. Although she was active initially, the seal had a large, open wound on
her left flank. The seal was rescued on December 15, 2023 and was transferred to
Mystic Aquarium’s Animal Rescue Clinic. Shamrock’s wound has healed and she is

now ready for release!
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Speaking with the Rotary Club of Westerly
Thank you to the The Rotary Club of Westerly for inviting me back to speak and give

an update on the past year at the State House! Always great to hear issues and
ideas from the community, ranging from placing bike racks at shoreline rights-of-

ways to financial security for retirees

URI Day at the State House

It was URI day at the State House on March 27th, and it was packed! We learn so

much about environmental protection from URI's work on geosciences,
oceanography and other coastal issues: | saw a demonstration on how to monitor
and minimize well water pollution if an underwater storage tank / oil tank is
suspected of leaking into the soil.

Also pictured: Rl State Senator Hanna Gallo



YMCA Kickoff Breakfast

Thank you to the YMCA for their work to fundraise and provide scholarship
opportunities for Rhode Island and Connecticut families and children to access their
facilities and community programs. It's life changing for a lot of families to be able to

send their kids to after school programs and youth sports.

Reading Week at Dunns Corner Elementary

It was Reading Week again at Dunns Corners! | read the book “Making a Splash” to
a great group of 4th graders. As an avid reader growing up, I’'m glad to have these

events that get kids excited to read.



Upcoming Local Events / Places I'll Be

e Sat Apr 20th 10am - 2pm: Co-hosted by Charlestown & Richmond
Democratic Town Committees: Coffee and Conversation @ Higher Grounds
Community Coffeehouse (39 Kingstown Rd, Richmond, RI), followed by a
Community Cleanup

e Mon Apr 22nd 6-8pm at CCRI Warwick Campus: Rl Senate Education
Summit. Attendees are asked to register at this
link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2024-ri-senate-education-summit-tickets-
862978290297 ?aff=oddtdtcreator

e Tues Apr 23rd 6-8pm: Westerly Affordable Housing committee presenting

final findings, and they will host a public workshop (agenda not posted yet)
¢ Mon May 6th 9am on WBLQ Radio Station: My biweekly conversation
with Frank Prosnitz to update folks on what's happening at the State House
e Sat Jun 1st 12-3pm: PRIDE in the Park (Wilcox Park)
e Commission Meetings: I'll continue visiting some local town commissions
to keep up to date with what they're planning and share any relevant state

resources. If you'd like me to join a meeting, please reach out!

Applications for Disaster Assistance

Homeowners (who are also full-time residents) across Rhode Island, including
inland areas, who sustained damage during the December/January storms can
apply now through May 20th, 2024. Our Congress members were instrumental in
getting this disaster declaration. More information to come, including the federal

funds that are available for “hazard mitigation” in the future (if the state comes up

with matching funds). Read the press release here: https://www.fema.gov/press-

release/20240321/president-joseph-r-biden-jr-approves-major-disaster-declaration-

rhode-island

There are now several pop-up FEMA centers in Rhode Island to assist homeowners
and businesses in applying for relief, including at Curtis Corner Middle School and a

new location TBD for the Misquamicut area.
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