December Newsletter:
Why Hard Work Matters
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Happy Holidays! | hope everyone is having a restful holiday break. The end of the
year is a good time to reflect on the work we’ve done and look forward to the new
year. I’'m grateful for the community here that has so many thoughtful and civically
engaged people (see the Rail Listening Session below).

A hard-working community deserves a hard-working leader.

Over the past three years, I've devoted extraordinary time and energy to this “part-
time” role because | take the responsibility seriously. I’ve focused on listening to
the community (holding town halls and personally responding to emails) and building
strong relationships with colleagues and community partners—and I’'ve wrestled with
a number of difficult votes and tradeoffs. That commitment, persistence, and
follow-through continue to shape my work in the Senate.

This work has also brought new challenges, including a shadowy Republican group
trying_ to buy influence in the Rl Senate by finding loopholes in campaign
finance laws in order to unseat Democrats in 2026, including me. | see it as a
sign that the work matters—and a reason to start campaign efforts earlier than usual.
Reaching voters through newsletters, mail, canvassing, and community events
depends on campaign funding, which ensures voters can make informed

decisions. As 2025 closes, I’'m focused on raising the resources needed to start
the re-election campaign strong. Contributions can be made online or by check.
Thanks in advance for all the support shown so far, and | hope everyone has a good
start to the New Year!

Support my re-election online: VictoriadRl.com/Donate

Please mail checks payabile to:
Friends of Victoria Gu

PO Box 116

Charlestown, RI, 02813

(will eventually switch over to a Westerly PO Box since I’'m a Westerly resident)

Donate online at Victoria4Rl.com/Donate
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RIDOT’s Rail Listening Session Summary

There was so much enthusiasm and thoughtful points made by the 135+ attendees
at Dec 10th’s Rl Department of Transportation rail listening session in Westerly.
People shared, in their own words, why frequent, affordable service matters — from
avoiding the stress of long drives especially for seniors or during bad weather
conditions, to getting to doctor’s appointments in Boston, commuting to URI or
Providence or Boston for work, reaching TF Green airport, enjoying dining and
entertainment in CT & NYC, supporting the growing demand for Electric Boat
workers in Groton & Quonset. The breadth of perspectives made a compelling case
for why Westerly deserves better rail service — RIDOT and Amtrak heard the
message loud and clear that night, and I'll keep pushing to make it happen. £

Read more about the session at https://www.thewesterlysun.com/daily-news-

alerts/speakers-ask-state-for-rail-improvements-in-westerly/article 1cec58c8-8652-
468c-9ba9-119d1e05d9f1.html

Follow WesterlyRailAdvocates.com for updates
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Looking Ahead to the 2026 Session

Several important reports are coming out this month or early January, that will shape
the 2026 legislative session:

e Statewide Climate Resiliency Plan (this planning was a result of Representative
Tina Spears and | passing the Act on Coasts in 2024)

* Report on the feasibility of starting a medical school at URI to address the
primary care workforce shortage (here’s a preview of an interim report)

e Governor McKee’s Al Task Force Report (will shape the Rl Senate Al &
Emerging Technology Committee’s work in 2026)

Misquamicut State Beach Parking Lot
Improvements Underway
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URI Al Day

| was honored to speak at URI’s Al Day
and be part of a conversation about how
Rhode Island can lead —not follow —at
this pivotal moment for artificial
intelligence. Al Day wasn’t just about
what Al is, but what it means for our
students, workers, communities, and
democracy. | was especially inspired by
the work happening at URI, from human-
centered Al to hands-on Al/ML
education that prepares students for the
jobs of the future. The future of Al isn’t
something that happens to us—it’s
something we shape, and | believe that
those who understand the technology
well- its potential and its pitfalls- should
get involved in shaping it.

Testifying against
energy efficiency
program cuts

Earlier in December, | testified in front of
the Public Utilities Commission to urge
them to reject harmful cuts to our state’s
energy efficiency programs. The vast
majority of my colleagues in both the
Rhode Island House and Senate signed
a letter opposing these cuts. I’ve heard
from constituents who’ve used the
program: it helped insulate and
weatherize their homes, lower their
energy bills, and reduce demand on



New Cyber Range
at Rhode Island
College

Great to visit Rhode Island College
(RIC)’s new Cyber Range — a cutting-
edge, hands-on learning environment
where students and industry partners
can train in real-world cyber defense
scenarios. As cyber threats continue to
grow and evolve — increasingly
amplified by Al — spaces like this are
critical for preparing the next generation
of defenders. It’s exciting to see RIC
equipping students with practical skills
that strengthen our workforce and help
keep Rhode Island secure. LN

the energy grid — benefits that
ultimately protect all ratepayers
especially during the coldest, “peak
demand” days of the year

when RIEnergy has to ship in liquified
natural gas on tankers, an expensive fuel

of last resort.

To find out more about this program and
get a free energy audit (which then
qualifies you for discounted
weatherization and energy efficiency
upgrades),

visit https://www.riseengineering.com/re
sidential/get-started
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Holiday Party at the
Frank Olean Center

| was very happy to join the Frank Olean
Center for their holiday party. Between
the cheerful atmosphere, Christmas
song karaoke, and getting to know the
dedicated staff, volunteers, and the
people they serve, it was a wonderful
and festive community celebration. &

Ve



Looking For A New Healthcare Provider?

Visit SouthCountyHealth.org/Providers

People have reached out to me from time to time saying their provider retired and
they’re having trouble finding a new one. Above are a couple options in the South
County area. This list was published back in November, so apologies if it’s a little out
of date.

Repeating because of the cold weather we’re going through-

Do you know someone in need of emergency assistance to pay for heating
oil/fuel?

A couple places to contact are:


https://www.southcountyhealth.org/providers
https://www.southcountyhealth.org/providers

e Westerly: Jonnycake Center of Westerly

e Charlestown: The Charlestown Senior Center

* South County towns: Tri-County CAP for Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) applications, Heat Pumps and Weatherization,
and Emergency Boiler Repair

View email in browser
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